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From the Editor 
Not much from me this time.  It’s Monday morning 20th June and there are just four days to go 

before we start setting up the show on Friday 24th.  The biggest job today is to email or phone the 36 

members who have bought tickets for the shuttle bus service which we planned to offer from 

Peterborough Railway station to the Arena and return.  The Train Operating Companies released 

their emergency timetables last Saturday, as a result of which there will be no services into 

Peterborough from East Anglia or the Midlands and very few arrivals and departures north or south 

on the East Coast Main Line.  By the time you read this the dust will hopefully have settled on what 

will for some be the wrong decision, but faced with the prospect of a significant loss on a service 

which few would have been able to use, because they couldn’t get to Peterborough by train in the 

first place, the Board has felt unable to continue with it.  Not the way I wanted my last Show as 

Chairman to start, but it is what it is. 

I was at the W&LLR last week and was given the opportunity to drive all three return trips on the 

Tuesday and Thursday.  It’s amazing how doing something repeatedly improves technique!  I 

probably won’t pass out this year because I won’t be able to get enough trips in bad weather under 

my belt.  The ability to control a slip on a bank, and we have many of them, is something to be 

learned and practiced and you don’t generally get many opportunities during the summer months.  I 

don’t consciously yearn for poor weather in September and October, but it will help my 

development if this happens. 

I won’t be at the July meeting as we’re in Cumbria, so perhaps I’ll see some of you on 7th August. 

Copy deadline for August Smokebox: Friday 29th July 2022 

Alan, Smokebox Editor 

From the Chair 
We had a surprisingly good turnout on Sunday, June the 5th and Jubilee day for many. Eaton Bray 

went up really well, helped by members becoming familiar with the order of erection. It was packed 

away slightly earlier than usual, probably because many had other celebrations to attend after 

lunch. 

A couple of years ago I built a coal fired DJB Robert from DJB’s excellent range of kits. It has a healthy 

appetite for water, needed to sustain its prodigious output of boiling water. Recently however the 

water pump has struggled to keep up with demand, eventually failing altogether. So it was out with 

the pump and a general clean of the balls and their seats. No better unfortunately. Out with the 

pump again and this time new balls and a reseat. Still no pump, at least I am getting much quicker 

with this operation. A good look with a magnifying glass showed a cracked seat in the cast body part 

of the pump so into the mill and a light skim with a new slot drill, followed by a re-seat and one of 

the special hard “rubber” balls which have proved a solution in the past. A trial on Garths track and 

the pump worked really well – for about 10 minutes! So I took the pump out yet again yesterday and 

the reason for its failure this time became obvious. The “rubber” ball had managed to get stuck in 
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the drilling under the seating! What a job to get it out. I am going to try a false seating in the form of 

a very thin disc covering the cracked casting, hopefully. I will try seating the new ball using a method 

championed by John Shaw – a suitable ball fixed to a spindle and rotated to burnish the seat, a bit 

like seating car valves in times gone by. 

I hope to see you on the 3rd, , until then, happy steaming! 

Bob, Chairman 

Meeting Dates 
Here are all meeting dates until the end of the year.  Please note that the start time is 10.30 with 

close at 16.00. 

• Sunday 3rd July 

• Sunday 7th August 

• Sunday 4th September 

• Sunday 2nd October 

• Sunday 6th November 

• Saturday 26th  November Steam in Beds Show 

• Sunday 4th December (to be confirmed) 

Committee members 
Following the AGM, the members of the BAG committee are as follows: 

Bob Gamble Chairman 

Garth Bridgwood Sec/Treasurer 

Steve Knapman Membership 

Ted Robinson Track Manager 

 

Steam in Beds Update 
There has been a slight setback in settling the final list of Traders for SIB. One of our regular Traders 

who had confirmed they would attend has now dropped out. Ray has identified two possible 

substitutes; contact has been made with the favoured one who seems very interested in coming. We 

still have some elbow room in the Project Plan, the deadline for Advertising is late August. We are 

very confident we will have a full list long before that. 

A start has been made recruiting Stewards to cover the various activities needed to make the show a 

success. Thanks to those members who have already offered to help, but there are plenty of areas 

that still need to be covered. If you are planning to be at SIB, I don’t think it is unreasonable to 

expect you to cover at least a couple of slots. One in the morning and one in the afternoon. Each 

area is broken down into 30 minutes slots, I am sure you can manage at least two 30 minute slots 

during the show. There is something to suit everybody from selling tickets at the door, selling raffle 

tickets, Member to Member sales or dare I suggest a stint in the car park, there really is something 

to suit everyone. 

I understand Garth has started working on the Advertising for SIB, once we have the final listing of 

confirmed Traders, he will be able to finalise the format of the Show Guide, Flyers and Copy for the 

various Adverts to promote the show. 

We also need to make sure we have a full running roster for Ridgmont the last thing we need is 

nothing running. I suggest you get your name down early to avoid missing out on a run. As usual Ray 

will be working his magic on Ridgmont by adding all the extra scenery. Ridgmont has now been in 
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regular use by the group for over 30 years, it is starting to look its age. Ray plans to start work on 

Ridgmont at the July meeting giving it a bit of TLC by replacing some of the track ballast and sprucing 

up some of the basic scenery. I know any help you can offer would be appreciated. I understand Ray 

has been working on a new feature that will have its first outing at SIB. 

Chris Pretty 

SIB Project Manager 

c.pretty0301@btinternet.com 

Other railways 
Chris Pretty has provided the following on Wags Wharf: 

I have said many times before Wags Wharf was built some 16 years ago by a Team of Bags Members 

which included myself. Over the years the original members have drifted away. I am the only one of 

the original team operating WW on a regular basis. I know that two rail electric is not to everybody’s 

liking however the pleasure we get from operating the layout and seeing the pleasure it gives the 

visitors to the Museum more than makes up for the absence of steam. 

The last open day at the Museum fell on the Sunday following the Jubilee Weekend. Despite the 

weather being fine the attendance was much lower than expected, I suspect many people just 

wanted a quiet weekend after the previous week’s celebrations. We have a few weeks break now 

before the next Open Day on Sunday 10th July, giving visitors time to recover. Having said that I am 

surprised at how many regular visitors we have some families turn up every open day so we must be 

doing something right.  

We do struggle keeping things going with just the 3 of us. With no spare operator to ring the 

changes it is hard to give people a break, it also means we can’t engage with the visitors. Many of 

them have questions about WW and its background but we can’t spare the time to explain the 

railway or get a plug in for the BAGs meetings. We have all been to Exhibitions where the operators 

are all too busy to talk to visitors, so many missed opportunities. 

As always, any BAGs members who fancy a day out at the Museum are always welcome. Apart from 

the many exhibits it would be an ideal opportunity to promote 16mm and the Beds Group and the 

Eaton Bray meetings. 

A quick look at their web site will give you some idea of the vast range of historic items in the 

Museum’s collection. 

The Heritage Park - Pitstone Green Museum (pitstonemuseum.co.uk)  

The remaining Open Days for 2022 are as follows: 

• Sunday 10 July 

• Sunday 14th August 

• Monday 29th August 

• Sunday 11th September 

• Sunday 9th October 

If any BAG member would be interested in helping to operate Wags Wharf during any of the above 

open dates, do please let me know. 

Sales & Wants 
A table will be placed at the back of the hall for members to place any items they have for sale. 

There have been no items supplied for listing this month. 

mailto:c.pretty0301@btinternet.com
http://www.pitstonemuseum.co.uk/index.htm

